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Northwest Arkansas teens look forward
to getting their licenses and heading
out on the road.
pg. 11
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Advocates lobby for in-state
status for immigrants
Karen Nieves

The Multicultural News
Editor’s Note: Since the story below
was written, the Arkansas General Assembly has acted, or failed to act, on
separate bills pulled from the omnibus
House Bill 1093. The only portion that
passed was a bill to limit how long driver’s licenses and identification cards issued to peeople who are not U.S. citizens
remain valid.
An estimated 144,000 Latinos live
within Arkansas. Just in the northwest
Arkansas region, there are 75,000 Latinos, with about 33 percent to 50 percent
undocumented, University of Arkansas
Chancellor Dave Gearhart said.
These undocumented people will be
dramatically affected by House Bill 1093,
known as the “Arkansas Taxpayer and
Citizen Protection Act of 2009,” proposed
by Rep. Bill Sample, R-Hot Springs.
This bill would require undocumented students to pay out-of-state tuition
even if they are Arkansas high school
graduates. It would also require state
agencies to check that immigrants are
here legally. The bill is in deferred status
in the House’s Judiciary Committee.
The bill also makes it illegal for a
person to “conceal, harbor or shelter” an
undocumented person or to move them
within the United States. A person who
is responsible for such activities will be
charged with a Class D felony.
Section 2 of the bill states, “The state
of Arkansas finds that illegal immigration is a factor that can lead to economic
hardship.”
Sample did not comment for this
story despite repeated attempts to contact him.
“The bill would have major effects
on me,” said an undocumented senior at
Rogers High School who asked that her
name not be used. “It is already really

difficult for students in my situation to
find scholarships or money for tuition.
“I’m unable to obtain a job, so there
would have to be other ways to find
money, if not through loans. The only
real difference between undocumented
students and others living in Arkansas is
their status, which is also something they
have virtually no control over, so why
should they be held responsible?”
It’s a tragedy that many of these
undocumented students will not have
the opportunity for a higher education,
Gearhart said.
“These [undocumented] students
come from good, productive families.
They are only trying to better themselves.
By getting a degree, they will be responsible citizens who go into the workforce
and pay taxes, perform community service and promote economic stability as
responsible people,” Gearhart said.
Many believe that if the bill passes,
the percent of college degrees obtained
by the population of Arkansas will only
decrease – Arkansas ranking among that
lowest percentage of people with a bachelor’s degree or higher, by a 25- year-old
or older, at 18.2 percent.
Decreasing diversity on campuses
and diminishing the number of degrees
obtained in Arkansas will widen the
academic achievement gap, said Ana
Aguayo, a former student at the University of Arkansas and Scholarship Committee Chairwoman for the League of
United Latin American Citizens.
The economy would collapse if every
Latino was asked to leave, Aguayo said.
Many of these undocumented Latinos are
known to be working in the construction
field, poultry factories and many other
manual labor positions. Therefore a
huge amount of production and money
would be lost due to this bill.
See

BILL on Page 3

Chancellor
shares students’
DREAM
Carina Soto

The Multicultural News
The high school level immigration policy in the United States is broken, and it requires federal legislation
to be fixed, the University of Arkansas
chancellor told Lemke Journalism
Project students.
Chancellor Dave Gearhart said
the federal DREAM Act would provide
ultimate help for undocumented students wanting to obtain a bachelor’s
degree.
Currently, undocumented students
who graduate from an Arkansas high
school must pay out-of-state tuition
to attend the UA.Out-of-state tuition is
KAREN NIEVES The Multicultural News

A Rogers High School student works on a computer in the library. State lawmakers debated
giving in-state tuition to undocumented students.

See

DREAM ACT on Page 3

Journalism workshop meets for 8th year
Tiffany Bounkhong and Jessica Le
The Multicultural News

The tapping of fingers moving furiously over keyboards and chatter fill the lab. Sometimes there’s music playing in the background but over the intense
work going on the melody and the lyrics are hard to
decipher.
Twenty-four northwest Arkansas teenagers from
different cultures and schools labored together to create a newspaper, a multicultural newspaper.
“We start with the belief in diversity in the newsroom,” said Professor Katherine Shurlds, Lemke Journalism Project director. “Diversity is important.”
The program came about when Shurlds and Al
“Papa Rap” Lopez arranged for local Latino high
school students to visit the journalism department.

On their visit the students were encouraged by UA students to consider a career in journalism. In February 2002 the first workshop opened and as the saying
goes, the rest is history.
The LJP was first created in hopes to serve as a way
to train more journalists to provide a diverse viewpoint in Arkansas newsrooms. That goal is being accomplished but another effect has branched out. Students have become better informed of news, according
to the LJP Web site. Students learn to judge the source
of what they are reading and hearing and they ask
questions they might not have asked before. The students are smarter about understanding the newspaper
and TV.
“It’s important to know how your news is made,”
See

WORKSHOP on Page 3
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Student Participants
José Esparza (10)
Elizabeth Flores (10)
Kenna Floyd (11)
Karen Galdamez (10)
Sandy Morán (11)

Fayetteville High School
Oscar Arroyo (11)
Kim Prenger (11)
Har-Ber High School
Tiffany Bounkhong (10)
Aglae Malfavón (11)
Rogers Heritage High
School
Lesley Andrade (10)

Springdale High School
César Figueroa (12)
Jessica Le (10)
Jennifer Orellana (10)
Carina Soto (12)

Lunch Sponsors

Ana Hart, Just Communities
Joe Bussell, Street Law Program
Elizabeth Young, Immigration Law Clinic
UA Admissions Ofﬁce
Hispanic Women’s Organization of Arkansas
LULAC Council 758 and 761 (UA)

Transportation and Recruiting

Al López, José Torres, Jamie Miller, Leecie Henson
and Jo Ray, Springdale Schools
Carlos Amargós, Tina Howlett, Brig Caldwell, Jackie
Suarzo and Nancy Rodriguez, Rogers Public Schools
Peggy James, Fayetteville High School

Speakers

Tom Kippenbrock - UA Director of Nursing
Ana Hart - Just Communities
Joe Bussell - Street Law Program
Elizabeth Young - Immigration Law Clinic
Ana Aguyao – Arkansas Youth Thinking Ahead
UA Chancellor G. David Gearhart
Tony Reyes - Northwest Arkansas Times
Silvana Pagliuca - La Zeta 95.7
Margarita Solorzano & Jocelyne Pruna - Hispanic
Women’s Organization of Arkansas
The Ballet Folklorico
Rafael Arciga - UA LULAC Council 761

Rogers High School
Aileen Carrillo (11)
Clara Dubon (11)
Valeri Gonzalez (10)
Leslie Mátar (11)
Daniel Michel Jr. (12)
Karen Nieves (11)
Johana Orellana (11)
Janira Rios (10)
Sasha Salgado (11)

Major Sponsor

The Morning News

Project Staff

Katherine Shurlds, director
Gerald Jordan
Kim Martin
Bret Schulte
Jeff Smith
Patsy Watkins
Taniah Tudor

Project Coaches
Charlie Alison
Larry Burge
Allison Dent
Skip Descant
Antoinette Grajeda
Laurinda Joenks
Kevin Kinder
Michelle Parks
Christopher Spencer
Sara Sullivan

UATV

Marci Manley
Daniel Phillips
Ana Aguayo

Director’s note
The eighth year of the Lemke Journalism Project started on an historic note – the
worst ice storm in decades. The storm Jan. 26 left thousands of northwest Arkansas
residents without power. More significantly, sidewalks, yards and streets were dangerous places to be because of ice-laden tree branches crashing to the ground with little
warning.
LJP was supposed to start Jan. 31, but with the UA campus having been closed all
week for fear of student injury from tree branches, the LJP staff decided not to risk
bringing high school students to campus.
By Feb. 7, though, the weather was clear and the bus from the north brought 23
terrific students (although some came on their own). Five weeks later, when we finished, we had 24 students, whose work you will read in these pages.
The LJP staff is always delighted when students return for a second or third year.
Our third-year student, Carina Soto of Springdale High, couldn’t make it until the
third week because of academic and family obligations, but she jumped right in and
showed her good journalism skills.
Returning for a second year from Har-Ber High was Aglae Malfavon; from Rogers High, Aileen Carrillo, Clara Dubon and Leslie Matar ; and from Springdale High
School, Cesar Figueroa. The experience these students bring to the project is invaluable.
Again, local journalists gave up their Saturday mornings to serve as coaches for the
students. We had an embarrassment of riches this year, with returning coaches and
some new faces – journalists who read about the project and just offered their services,
not knowing much about the program or any of the participants. The word is getting
out about our program --- and it’s good!
This year, for the first time, photography was of more interest than television production. Students are allowed to participate in a “side project” – photography, TV and,
new this year, photo/audio slide show. We think the move from TV to photo has a lot
to do with the fact that the high schools are doing such a good job of teaching TV that
the students want to do something different when they get here. However, we had some
good TV interviews and they will be featured on our Web site, journalism.uark.edu.
Click on Lemke Journalism Project on the left.
This is the first year we have created a Web site for the students’ work. One of our
coaches, Marci Manley, a journalism senior, jumped in feet first to create the site.
In addition to the TV interviews, on the Web page you’ll find video of some of the
activities during the workshop, extra photos (including one of each participant) and
our new project this year, SoundSlides. This is a program, very popular with newspaper Web sites these days. Audio and photographs are combined on SoundSlides.
Thanks again to our talented students. Without their dedication, we could not put
out this newspaper. And thanks to the teachers, journalism professionals, lunch sponsors, parents and everyone else who help to make this project possible.
-- Katherine Shurlds, director
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DREAM ACT
from Page 1

more than double in-state tuition.
“When students have as their only
alternative to drop out of school, the first
victim is the student. The second victim
is the university. The third victim is the
state of Arkansas,” Gearhart said.
He said 18 percent of Arkansas’ population over 25 has a bachelor’s degree,
which ranks Arkansas second to last in
the percentage of population with an advanced degree.
The DREAM Act, incorporated into
the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2006 (S.2611), offers undocumented youth a path to conditional
legal status if they arrived in the United
States before age 16, have been in the
country for five continuous years and
have graduated from high school or obtained a GED.
Conditional legal residents who attend college or join the military within
the six years of their conditional status
will become eligible for permanent legal
status in a “bargain” that is unprecedented in the history of U.S. immigration
policy because legal status has never before been conditioned on young adults’
educational and military choices.
The law’s enactment would immediately make 360,000 undocumented high
school graduates aged 18 to 24 eligible
for conditional legal status.
There are 144,000 living in Arkansas,
with 75,000 of them living in Northwest
Arkansas, Gearhart said. He said 25,000
to 35,000 are estimated to be undocumented.
University officials discovered last
year they were violating state law by not
double checking Social Security numbers
of students. Previously, undocumented
students could leave the Social Security
number blank on their application and
receive in-state tuition if they graduated
from an Arkansas high school.
University officials ultimately identified 18 students who were undocumented. Rather than have them pay outof-state tuition, Gearhart and his staff
sought out private donors who covered
the difference.
Federal and state law requires the
government to provide education to all
students – no matter how they got here,
Gearhart said.
“There is, in this country, no guarantee of a college education,” he said.
Gearhart has received both positive
and negative feedback on his position on

the issue. He has used a similar response
to people who question allowing undocumented students to receive in-state
tuition:
“Please know that I certainly do not
condone illegal immigration and that
we will always obey the law. But reality is
that the federal government has sole responsibility for immigration policy and
enforcement, and its immigration policy
does not seem to be working.”
Samples filed HB 1093 seeking to
deny undocumented students in-state
tuition.
Ana Aguayo is a member of the Arkansas Youth Thinking Ahead, a studentbased group. Different organizations
come together and become involved
in advocating for education for all, she
said.
“We keep a close watch on legislation, and we write letters to our representative expressing our concerns with
the issue that education has to be for all.
This group has grown to understand the
injustice of a student not being able to
attend a higher education (institution).
We are working as allies for those who
live in fear afraid to talk,” Aguayo said.
The Arkansas Youth Thinking Ahead
has a Facebook group for anyone who
is interested in what the group does.
Aguayo said the group encourages students to become activist in their community.
The UA increased Hispanic enrollment last fall from 232 to 258, an 11.2
percent increase.
Carina Soto is a Springdale High
School senior.

The Multicultural News

Professor Gerald Jordan teaches students the fundamentals of journalism.

BILL

from Page 1
The illegal immigration issue is one
that affects the entire nation and both
Gearhart and Aguayo said they believe it
should be dealt with at the federal level
rather than at the state level.
“Immigration is not a problem that
will disappear from night to morning,”
Aguayo said.
“This country is based on immigration and as our ancestors have shown we
have come to the land of opportunity in
hopes of a better future. I strongly feel
that our legislators lack a sense of what
immigration means to Arkansas in terms
of economic and social benefits.”
Karen Nieves is a Rogers High
School junior.

WORKSHOP
from Page 1

Shurlds said.
The LJP has counted on the
generosity of two groups – speakers and coaches. The coaches are
journalism professionals who volunteer their Saturday mornings for
six weeks working with the students
on their writing and story ideas.
Most of the speakers originally
come from the region but the LJP
has been fortunate enough to receive visitors from around the
country and they give the high
school students something to write
about. Both the coaches and the
speakers inspire the students to ask

questions and they inspire them as
role models.
“It has opened my eyes to a new
possibility and showed me I can be
anything,” said Daniel Michel Jr.
Each year, the LJP accepts about
25 students in high school. Half of
those accepted are sophomores.
Students who have attended before
are encouraged to apply again.
“They’ve all been great,” Carina
Soto, a third-year student said of
her experiences here at the LJP.
“They’ve been different because
I’ve met different people.”
After plenty of tough work during the six weeks, the students take
a break. And the LJP staff and volunteers began to edit and produce
the newspaper.
When the latest edition of The

Multicultural News is ready, it is
printed and distributed by The
Morning News and La Prensa.
In April, at the department’s
Journalism Days celebration, the
students are brought back to the
campus with their friends and
family to see the finished product
and to receive awards and scholarships.
“This has been a particularly
talented group,” Shurlds said.
“They’ve done the work they’ve
been asked and some have even
finished early. And we’re looking
forward to reading their stories.”
Tiffany Bounkhong is a Springdale Har-Ber High School sophomore, and Jessica Le is a Springdale High School sophomore.

Page 4 | Thursday, April 23, 2009

POOL CHLORINE
OPPONENTS WARN OF
HEALTH CONCERNS
Sasha Salgado

The Multicultural News
Splashing or diving is fun but
not many people consider what exactly they are jumping into. Chlorine may cause harm, studies and
researchers say. Chlorine attacks
anything organic including the
skin, hair and eyes of the person
swimming in it, but there are other
options.
“Chlorine is so dangerous that
it should be banned. Putting chlorine in the water is like starting a
time bomb. Cancer, heart trouble,
premature senility, both mental
and physical, are conditions attributable to chlorine, used in treated
water supplies. It is making us
grow old before our time by producing symptoms of aging such as
hardening of the arteries. I believe
if chlorine were now proposed for
the first time to be used in drinking water it would be banned by
the Food and Drug Administration,” said Dr. Herbert Schwartz, a
biologist/chemist.
An anti-chlorine group, chlorinefreeusa.com, agrees that chlorine has a negative effect.
“Chlorine is known to increase
the chances of causing all these
major problems:
Breast cancer, bladder cancer,
rectal cancer, liver cancer, cancer
of the larynx, stomach cancer, colon cancer, cancer of the esophagus, genetic mutations, heart disease, atherosclerosis, anemia, high
blood pressure, allergic reactions,
protein destruction, adverse effects
on skin, adverse effects on hair,
respiratory problems (irritation
of nose, throat, lungs, sinuses),
asthma, bronchitis, eye conditions,
Hodgkin’s disease, and dry, flaky,
itching skin.”
It’s also affected a Rogers High
School swimmer.
“When I started, it used to make
me feel sick because I wasn’t used
to it and the water was thick with
chlorine. But I’ve been swimming
since the second grade so I’m used

to it [the chlorine]. It changed my
hair color at the bottom to gold,”
said Rogers High School student
Penny Davis.
Some suggest that sodium chloride, also known as salt water, is
healthier and cheaper. Sodium
chloride is the raw ingredient that
is used to make chlorine.
“A salt water pool is a lot cheaper
over time because you do not have
to add chlorine tablets to the water.
Instead you just add salt. It is initially more expensive to maintain,
but in only a few summers, it will
pay for itself. All chlorine tablets
cost 60 dollars or more per bucket
and you’ll only need about 20 dollars worth of salt every summer, in
most cases,” said Ben E. Anderson,
an author for EzineArticles.com.
He goes on to say that although
salt water is more comfortable for
swimmers they shouldn’t be fooled
into thinking that there is no chlorine in those pools. The level of
chlorine needed in a salt water
pool is lower and the pH level can
be a bit higher than chlorine filtered pools, meaning the pool water does not cause burning, itching, dry skin, or green hair.
Rogers High School student
Lauren Patton said she preferred
a salt water pool to chlorine pools.
“We have had our pool for
four years and it runs continuously over the summer. Salt water
doesn’t hurt your eyes at all and it
doesn’t turn your hair green. dry,
flaky, itching skin-It tastes like saltines. It kind of hurts if you jump
in the pool and have a cut,” said
Rogers High School student Lauren Patton.
In addition to salt and chlorine
pools there are other options for
sanitization. Copper ionization
is also recognized by the National
Sanitation Foundation (NSF) and
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.
Sasha Salgado is a Rogers High
School junior.

OSCAR ARROYO The Multicultural News

A student reads about a character in an anime comic. The series was made popular in Japan.

ANIME A WINDOW INTO CULTURE
Tiffany Bounkhong

The Multicultural News
They say that a book opens up
your mind to a whole new world, but
what they don’t know is that with a
little bit of Japanese culture thrown
into the mix, the possibilities are endless. Many teens, but surprisingly not
excluding adults, all across America
have been swept up in this infatuation
of Japanese anime and manga.
“You really get a peek into another
culture as you’re doing so,” said Evan
Day, Rogers Public Library young
adult librarian.
Anime is Japanese cartoons often
inspired by comic books, and manga
is a Japanese comic book. Japanese
animation is generally very futuristic
with the twist of romance. The characters in them are usually out to save the
world, and the artwork and smoothness of how they move is intoxicating.
Manga, like any other comic book
is a story painted with vibrant pictures,
but the most unique part of it is that
unlike most books here in America,
they are read from right to left.
These Japanese cartoons and comics both open up a window to the tiny
island roughly 6,000 miles from Amer-

ica. Americans are allowed the opportunity to escape to a diverse place that
was never known to them before.
“A big part of books and movies to
me is the ability to go different places,
and whether it’s feudal Japan or outer
space, manga and anime often do
a good job of putting you in unique
places,” Day said.
Day started following anime and
manga in college and enjoys them for
the same reasons he likes other comics and animated movies – cool stories
and artwork.
Day enjoys anime and manga so
much that he has started an anime
club in the Rogers Public Library. It
seemed like the perfect thing to do. A
majority of teenagers who go to the
library love the Japanese comics, he
said.
“Sometimes a poor story can be
made tolerable by good artwork.
Sometimes a good story can make up
for bad artwork, but when they’re both
working together, you have something
special,” Day said.
Kiersten Anderson, a Springdale
Har-Ber High School sophomore, said
See

ANIME on Page 6

FAST FACTS
– The first anime aired in the
United States on television was
“Mittsu no Hanashi” or in English,
“Three Tales,” in 1961.
– The Japanese writing is in the
opposite direction of American,
but it is still from the top to bottom. Most manga have a “STOP in
the back of the book” in case you
open them from the left.
– Children in manga have very
large eyes and large heads, but
elderly people have much smaller
eyes to show age.
– Tezuka Osamu is Japan’s
most famous manga artist.
– All manga is drawn by hand.
– An example of a very popular
American anime is Sailor Moon.
– Each resident of Japan
spends about $30 U.S. for mangas
each year.
– The series “Bleach” sold 50
million copies in America only.
– An artist working on mangas
in called “Mangaka.”
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HIP HOP TEAM POLISHES DANCE MOVES

Jose Esparza and Lesley Andrade
The Multicultural News

Lockers in front, beside and behind you. In other words the hallway.
In a classrooms, gym, outside or any
other available space. This is where
the members of the Rogers Heritage
Hip Hop Team express themselves
through the movement of music.
Latinas and Anglos have the same
talents and yet separate themselves
by the title of a dance squad. There
was a group of students that requested a hip-hop team for the new high
school. It gave many students moving
to the beat of the music a chance to
show their moves and be on a team.
The hip hop team is considerd a club
for the school but for the team members it’s more like a passion.
“We are like a family because
we all share our thoughts and emotions and we don’t hold back” said

Willfredo Serrano, an 11th grader at
Heritage High.
The cheer and pom squads stir
up the crowd at the football and basketball games. They perform dances
and cheers that motivate the team as
well as the fans. They get school credit and have this class for a period.
Although the hip hop team, cheer
and pom squads work as a team there
are issues that divide them.
These obstacles include their
backgrounds, money, self-esteem and
traditions. Many times cheerleaders became interested in the sport
because they had a sister or mother
who also did cheerleading in the
past so they continue the tradition.
Now in these days your background
separates you from a dance squad.
Many American girls grow up going
to football games seeing cheerleaders and getting tumbling lessons.
The lack of these is a disadvantage

that many Hispanic girls have. Many
Hispanic families struggle with economic problems. Instead of paying
around $300 to be in squad they try
out for the hip-hop team because it’s
less expensive.
“In the hip hop team we work our
way to get money for our needs,” said
Lesley Andrade. Hispanic girls set
themselves to think they can’t be in
a squad because they have low selfesteem.
“I thought being on a squad is
only for white girls, until I let myself
out there and tried out,” said Fernanda Rodriguez. Fernanda Rodriguez is
in the 08-09 Heritage Pom Squad.
Out of the 22 that made it into the
hip hop team only five Anglos made it
and the rest where Hispanic.
Jose Esparza and Lesley Andrade
are Rogers Heritage High School
sophomores.

LESLEY ANDRADE The Multicultural News

Even without official school recognition, students practice their dance moves after school as
part of the Rogers Heritage Hip Hop Team.

No easy path to inclusion

TALKING ON TV

Jennifer Orellana

The Multicultural News

The Multicultural News

Elizabeth Young, left, Immigration Law Clinic director, is interviewed by Valeri Gonzalez.

What triggers the brain to make new students keep
their heads down or not voice an opinion?
The answer is easy, according to some interviews.
Many students feel too “cool,” to join clubs or take
part in any type of school involvement, sometimes in
fear of failure. Some students, often minorities, have
problems within the majority system and just give up.
Sometimes parents, who in many cases can be new to
the school district and even the country, don’t understand the English language and the American way to
educate their children. For some students, adjusting to
new schools just gets difficult to try and makes it hard
for them to get and hold that B average.
“Because many are not familiar with first-generation schools, many arrive and are not used to schools,”
said Pete Joenks, who is the Springdale High School
sophomore principal.
Joenks said that new students often struggle with
frustrations. To counter that, Joenks said, school administrators have been trying to get more support
from parents. Parents even get phone calls at home
around 8 p.m., to talk about students’ progress and
their needs.
Many families, for example, are not familiar with
activities such as soccer, or the Spanish club, or the
school yearbook.
Another obstacle is that parents sometime need an
interpreter because they only recognize a few words

or expressions in English. Fearing that students and
parents can feel singled out, some teachers and administrators try to find alternatives from traditional
approaches.
“We respect the fact that you want to work to help
your family,” Joenks said, “but you have the rest of
your life to work and only one time to be in high
school enjoy the opportunities.”
Work does get in the way of studies, said Alex Ortiz
of Springdale High School. Ortiz does not take part in
any clubs. He does, however, want to attend college
and major in engineering.
David Galdamez is plenty involved at Springdale
High School, but his contributions to school activities
are low.
He has a very negative opinion of school clubs; he
calls them “lame.”
“They think we’re criminals,” he said of those who
push for mainstream activities.
So what stops students from becoming a part of
clubs, activities or even part of their community?
What is it exactly that keeps them from branching
out? Is it shyness, or school system problems or financial problems?
Joenks is struggling to reach out, “to a point
where we all become one.” The first step is getting
more traditional clubs, “which we already have, such
as SHS soccer team, and a bilingual club.”
Jennifer Orellana is a Springdale High School
sophomore
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Economy pinches job search
Aglae Malfavon

The Multicultural News
With all the negative economic buzz floating
through the news, it is no wonder that students are
constantly finding it harder to snag a part time job.
It seems that hiring has come to a standstill and
the few jobs available are going to more experienced workers.
“I’ve applied since November at places from
Springdale, Rogers and Fayetteville. It’s been really hard to find a job as a teenager,” said Maddie
Miller, a student at Har-Ber High School.
She applied at fast food restaurants such as
Sonic, Taco Bell and McDonalds. She hated the fact
that not even fast food places hired her when most
of her friends were being hired everywhere.
According to pbs.org, “Many lower-paying jobs
in the service industries such as food service and
retail are going to adult employees including out of
work professionals, seniors returning to work and
college graduates.”
High school years are the time for students to
build their independence and start weaning themselves from constant reliance on parental support.
“Independence is a good thing, and the inde-

pendence that a job brings is incomparable to anything else,” said Roy D’Silva in the article “Ways for
Teens to Make Money” (buzzle.com).
How is it possible for students to develop this
independence when it is seemingly impossible to
come up with money of their own?
Some teens are just lazy to go look for a job.
Also many of them think it’s a waste of their time to
work when they can just ask their parents for money. There are many teens who work a few hours,
but then also go ask their parents for more money.
“I haven’t really looked for a job because I’ve
heard it’s really hard to find one and I just don’t
want to waste my time when I can just ask my
dad for money,” said Taylor Murphy, a student at
HBHS.
She also added that it wasn’t like her to be
working. Some of her friends agreed that it would
be weird seeing her work, that if she did get a job
she would only last about a week.
The good news is there are several ways to
make money that most teens aren’t aware of. It’s
as simple as going to google.com and typing something along the lines of “how to make money without a job.”
Throughout the search engines, hundreds of of-

fers can be found to complete Internet surveys for
cash. There are several sites that have you simply
create a profile and survey requests are sent to your
email. The downfall is that since the average pay
of most of these surveys is only a couple dollars,
it would take multiple surveys to make a noticeable profit. But, as many teens spend upwards of
20 hours weekly on the Internet, taking few surveys
could be worked into their daily routine.
“It was pretty easy for me to find my job; I attended a job fair with some friends and saw a sign
for the store Forever 21. I love their clothing and
accessories so of course I decided to apply. I went to
the interview and I was hired,” said Amber Jones,
student at HBHS.
In every neighborhood, there is a demand for
responsible trustworthy people for every kind of
sitting: babysitting, pet sitting, house sitting and elderly care. Students in need of money should start
talking to friends, neighbors, or even teachers and
see if they could use help in any way.
As fashion trends change and technology advances, things begin to accumulate. From overflowing closets of never-worn clothes to the scary
mess under the bed, hidden value lies unforgotten.
With some of the outrageous things people will bid

through sites such as eBay, who knows how much
that overcrowded corner of your room could be
worth.
What could be the most spectacular idea out
there is getting paid to shop. Companies want
feedback. For this reason many companies will
hire secret shoppers to shop in their stores or eat at
their restaurants. By applying with a secret shopper
agency, you can pick the jobs you want and get paid
to do things you would normally do. It’s as simple
as shopping, paying attention to the details of service and equality, than reporting your opinion.
Too often, the downfall to working is employers who don’t give students enough time to focus
on school work. Some students work from 15 to 30
hours a week. These hours left on students’ schedule don’t leave them enough time for studying, doing homework, or just having fun with friends.
“Last year my grade point average was a 3.5.
This year since I started working my grades have
gone down the hill,” Jones said. “I work about 15
to 20 hours a week. Yes, I enjoy my job, but I would
love it if I had more time to bring my grades up.”
Aglae Malfavon is a Springdale Har-Ber High
School junior.

STUDENTS BALANCE JOBS, GRADES
About 85 percent of students working in high school
Valeri Gonzalez

The Multicultural News
Some Rogers High School students are holding part-time jobs in
school and their parents are protesting about it. Instead of approving their children to get a job, parents say it negatively affects their
education.
Ruth Dominguez, an RHS sophomore, said her decision to work
should not involve her parents.
“It’s what they [students] want
to do. If not [parents should] just
take charge,” said Dominguez.
The concern is that extra time
spent outside school harms students’ grades. Low grades can compromise the chances of going into
college. Dominguez feels having a
job can teach her responsibilities,
people skills and working together

with others.
Sophomore Efrain Carrillo said
he thinks about the future when
considering a job.
“If you get a job right now, later
when you’re trying to get into a
college they’ll think good about
you getting a job and being able to
maintain your grades,” said Carrillo.

“

It’s good because they help
themselves and their parents
with costs.”
— Ernesto Gonzalez

Not many students feel the same
as Dominguez and Carrillo. For
sophomore Juan Garcia, having a
job isn’t the best choice for his education.

It “takes away time from priority such as school work, then again
you want to buy your own stuff,”
said Garcia. Parents should support
their children if they don’t have a
car by taking them to work.
When it comes to work the decision is often put to the parents.
Students feel that their parents’
opinions may be old-fashioned. The
parents say that their child should
wait till they’re out of their house to
make that decision. Other parents
just let them stand on the edge of
the nest and let them spread their
wings.
Ernesto Gonzalez is a parent of
a Rogers High School student, encouraging his child to work.
“It’s good because they help
themselves and their parents with
costs,” said Gonzalez, who added,
a job helps toward having the right

attitude for real life.
Rogers High School algebra
teacher Jeremiah Tebbenkamp
agrees with Gonzalez, stating “Jobs
help a student grow up faster.” Tebbenkamp said parents should get
involved with what their students
do outside of the classroom. Instead
of working a part-time job during
school, Tebbenkamp encourages
students to work a summer job.
High school students with a
good work ethic are found around
the United States. A foxbusiness.
com article shows around 85 percent of students are working during
high school.
Nearly the same amount plan to
work during the summer.
Valeri Gonzalez is a Rogers
High School sophomore.

ANIME

from Page 4
she finds the Japanese culture very
unique and interesting.
“I find the art style appealing,
though it differs from artist to artist. Interesting and fun characters
are also a big factor in the appeal of
manga. And like any book or movie, a
good story or plot is always important
in keeping me hooked,” Anderson
said.
Day added, “One noticeable difference, aside from the types of food
and settings and cultural taboos and
customs, is that there’s still the ‘honor
culture’ in Japan that we really don’t
have much of here.
“Fundamentally though, we’re all
human and have pain and joy that we
all share. Without that, you wouldn’t
have relatable characters or stories,”
he said.
Tiffany Bounkhong is a Springdale Har-Ber High School sophomore.
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Bleeding Blue for classmates
Aglae Malfavon

The Multicultural News

KIM PRENGER The Multicultural News

A Fayetteville High School student works with a Fayetteville elementary school student as part of a service learning project.

Students learn to serve
Kim Prenger

The Multicultural News
“Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it’s the only
thing that ever has.” – Margaret Mead.
Fayetteville High School students
have taken a huge leap out into the
world and touched the hearts of many.
Connie Crisp started the Service Learning program in Fayetteville Public
Schools 14 years ago, beginning at the
junior high level. It is an elective all
students are welcome to sign up for
where kids learn volunteer skills and
create partnerships. Over the years
it has jumped from the junior high
level to high school ages. In a blink of
an eye, the class began to fill up, and
many were influenced to join. “Teenagers have a lot to give,” Crisp said.
Service Learning is a class available to all students at Fayetteville High
School. It is also a class blocked with
English for a semester at the junior
high schools. “Service Learning is na-

tional. It’s just not as well known in Arkansas. A Springdale High School class
will be offered to students next year,”
Crisp said. “The goal is to get the class
in all the schools in northwest Arkansas.”
Students volunteer and tutor at
Washington and Leverett elementary
schools, City Hospital, Veterans Hospital and Nursing Home, Head Start and
Children’s House.
“On Tuesdays I go to City Hospital
and feed the elderly,” said Ivan Rojas,
a junior at Fayetteville High School.
The students do nine hours of outside
service work, whether it’s planting at
Gulley Park or helping with canned
foods at Life Source. By participating
in those extra hours, the students gain
credit for the class. Through the year
they become role models for children
as well as establish many relationships.
“On Tuesdays I go to Children’s House,
and we give up our lunch periods and
spend time with the kids to help them
with anything they need,” said Meghan
O’Leary Kelly, a junior at FHS. Children

are a large focus to the group, but volunteers also have one- on- one interaction with seniors at the Senior Citizen
Center. The high school kids have also
begun planting a garden at Owl Creek
Elementary School, which will be used
as an outdoor science lab plus a place
to learn about native Arkansas plants.
“We planted daffodils with the kids; it
was very exciting and I hope they had
fun,” said Doug Wolf, an FHS junior.
These students not only help the
community of Fayetteville, but also
Fayetteville High School itself. Service
Learning works closely with a club
called “The Green Team” where students and teachers can influence the
amount of recycling in all classes. The
service students want to meet the needs
of all classmates surrounding them.
When these thoughtful students
end a day volunteering, they reflect
on things that occurred, share experiences and begin planning new projects. “What the community teaches us
we bring back to the classroom,” said
Crisp. In this class students get many

As the new school year started
at Har-Ber high school, many ideas
were brought together by Council for Student Diversity in Action
members. During club meetings
members discussed topics about
stereotyping and how different
races and cultures segregate themselves from school activities. HarBer high has many clubs, trips
and activities planned for their
students, but unfortunately some
students can’t afford them. There
are also lab fees for math and science classes.
“I think that if we could get
more people from different backgrounds involved in school activities, maybe students will have the
chance to gain first-hand knowledge about certain people,” HBHS
senior Marianela Alicea said.
This is where the Bleeding
Blue Foundation came to mind.
This plan was created by the CSDA
members. These students were invited to a special training called
“Building Bridges.” During this
session students discussed the way
cliques were formed all over school.
For example race or money can be
factors of the formation of cliques.
Also brought up in this training
was the fact that most people in
the community aren’t aware that
at Har-Ber students face these issues. Building bridges influenced
the idea of Bleeding Blue. This was
created to help students financially, by paying all school fees.
The way funds are being raised
is by getting company sponsors to
new views on the world, the feeling of
making a new friend, making someone laugh and just taking time to serve
someone else.
Many students have found that
participation in the class presents them
with career opportunities they may
not have considered before. Some may
even become surprised how much they
get out of taking the class. “Service
Learning has really made me interested
in helping my community and I plan
on doing this as a career someday,” said
Ashli Hotary, an FHS junior.

give donations in the form of money, plain white T-shirts, and shirt
screening services. According to
many teachers, offering financial
aid to students will get them more
involved with school activities.
“I think students who are involved in school activities are
achieving at higher levels in the
classroom,” English teacher and
CSDA sponsor Jessica Kaiser said.
“We would like to be able to give
all students the opportunity to participate in school activities.”
The math and science lab fees
can go up to $10. Also club dues
can sometimes add up to $15 and
that’s not including the cost of the
club shirt. Because of all these expenses, students are unable to take
part in school organizations.
In some cases, students don’t
want to take part in school activities. Senior Jorge Vega said even
with the creation of this foundation, students won’t get involved
more with school activities.
“I personally think that students can afford about $10 for lab
fees or club dues,” he said. “They
just don’t want to get involved.”
The goal for the Bleeding Blue
Foundation is to help those students that aren’t able to afford
the funds to enjoy many of these
activities. With this foundation a
student is not stopped on joining
clubs and organizations. Bleeding Blue is still looking for many
funds to get this project running
better and to go on to other public
schools.
Aglae Malfavon is a Springdale
Har-Ber High School junior.
The class may be taking a service
trip to Belize this summer to finish up
projects that the University of Arkansas
needs help with. The project lasts one to
two weeks and 10 to 20 kids are able to
join. Students already in Service Learning and students who are not in the
class are both welcome to go. “It’s not
a vacation; we really are helping kids
and the people of Belize down there,”
said Crisp. “It’s a working trip.”
Kim Prenger is a Fayetteville High
School junior.
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ECONOMIC HARD TIMES IN EL SALVADOR
Daniel Michel Jr.

The Multicultural News
Imagine the price of a gallon of
milk suddenly leaping in price from
$3.25 to $5.65 in less than two weeks.
How would a family adjust to the increased price of milk, along with other
basic goods needed to sustain the family? Many in El Salvador experienced
an identical situation at the beginning
of the new millennium, with overwhelming effects in terms of sustainability and making ends meet.
The Central American nation of
El Salvador adopted the United States
dollar as a new official currency in
2001. It is impractical to use the colón
because the dollar is considered more
stable and preferred in business transactions.
Speculation as to what really
caused the change of currency varies
slightly from aristocratic influence
within the country to enormous debt
or an economic colonization by the
United States.
Whatever the causes of the change,
the people of El Salvador have been
overwhelmed by the abrupt change
because the adoption of the dollar was
not acted upon by the nation as a democracy.
The conversion to the dollar took
place during the administration of

President Francisco Flores, who is often blamed by citizens for the change.
“It’s an extreme poverty all around.
There are days when there is nothing
to eat,” said Manuel Villanovas, 24.
Manuel has to buy used clothes now
because the Villanovas’ family can no
longer afford new necessities like before.
“Before, $10 [American] amounted
to $80 Colónes. Now, $20 [American] is

not enough,” Manuel said plainly. “We
don’t live like the United States does. A
person can make up to $150 or more
in a day over there, but it takes everyone here a month to make $150.”
The sudden change was unannounced and preceded a sell-off of
public assets to private corporations.
Despite this, the government of El Salvador continued to regulate workers’
wages. The average wage of a laborer

is $5 a day, said those interviewed.
Implementation of the new currency caused an increase of the prices
of all kinds of products for the people
on the national scale. El Salvador’s
change of currency has affected many
aspects of life in the country, particularly “la canasta básica,” or the “basic
basket” of goods.
A professor from a university in San
Salvador, Astrid Solís, 46, recalled that

when the transition happened, most
things that cost $5 Colónes spiked
up to $1 American, which translates
into $8.75 Colónes – a 75 percent increase.
The transition to the dollar affected everything – from education to
healthcare.
When asked what the main effect
of the adaptation of the dollar was,
Isabel Alferez, 56 – along with other
interview subjects – replied that the
prices of everything went up immediately.
“Practically only the rich can go to
school and study” Alferez said, whose
daughter was admitted to a prestigious
school in El Salvador but could not
attend because of the lack of scholarships and the high cost of education.
“Everybody has a baccalaureate
degree [equivalent to a high school
diploma], but even the professionals
will go one, five, even 10 years without being employed, only to serve as a
consultant and doing their own thing
to help out the community,” Alferez
said.
With regard to health care, medicine that used to cost $10 Colónes now
cost $12-15 [American].
“It used to be that the government
See

EL SALVADOR on Page 10

Legal clinic provides aid
Clara Dubon

The Multicultural News

The Multicultural News

Joe Bussell, a student with the UA Street Law Mentor Program, tells workshop students how
to appropriately respond when stopped by police.

Many immigration legal clinics are starting to appear in
Arkansas as the immigration topic starts to heat up. These
clinics are developed to provide low-income people with their
legal needs. These organizations offer help in naturalization,
family petitions and citizenship applications, but there is a
twist to some of the free help. The people providing the aid
aren’t always lawyers. For example, at the Immigration Law
Clinic at the University of Arkansas, students studying in the
law field provide the help instead of real attorneys.
“Students can sometimes be better than a real attorney,”
clinic director Elizabeth Young said.
This immigration clinic provides help to those who need
it free of charge. This program is based on a law school clinical program. It was founded in the fall of 2008 and opened
its doors to the public in January of 2009. The clinic provides
opportunities to students studying immigration law by giv-

ing them the chance to develop skills that will help them in
their future career.
Another resource is Catholic Charities Immigration Services in Springdale, which provides low-cost immigration
counseling services. Their mission is to “provide low-cost
immigration counseling and support to families and individuals who are eligible for immigration benefits and cannot
afford private assistance,” according to the organization’s
Web site.
A study found that 50 percent of immigrants do not get
the help required, according to the Immigration Law Clinic’s
Web site. One issue facing immigrants is they won’t look for
help because of their immigration status. There are cases of
people who do not have the required documents to be in
this country, so they are scared to ask for help because they
think there is a chance they will be sent back to their country
of origin. However, there are people that can provide help.
See

CLINICS on Page 10
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HISPANICS LOOK
TO FUTURE AFTER
HIGH SCHOOL
Sandy Moran

The Multicultural News

OSCAR ARROYO The Multicultural News

Around the world it’s king football, but in northwest Arkansas, soccer remains a decidedly minor sport.

‘FUTBOL’ DOESN’T RULE IN ROGERS
Johana Orellana

The Multicultural News
The cheers heard at Rogers Activity
Center soccer games are not the same
as the cheers heard at soccer games
at Rogers High School. The crowd,
the enthusiasm, the adrenaline, and
the spirit don’t match. Some reasons
might be the lack of supporters sitting
on the bleachers, students have better things to do, or they are not aware
of a game. One main reason might
be that the soccer games are not announced like the football and basketball games.
For example the only sports announced over the intercom are football and basketball. Those sports also
get their own school pep rallies. Rogers soccer players feel that their games
should be announced and recognized
the same as football and basketball. As
far as the soccer season this year, there
hasn’t been any type of recognition towards soccer. Rogers High School soccer players feel they are not getting the
credit they deserve.
“Even a simple announcement
every other month would count,” said
junior soccer player Eddie Piña. “We

need cheerleaders and pep rallies. We
deserve it.”
This is Piña’s first year playing soccer. And it’s not what he expected when
he tried out for the team. He expected
pep rallies, posters and big crowds, because he previously played for another
team that fans came to support.
“The team has worked really hard
this season and we are expecting at
least some type of recognition given to
us. It feels like the school doesn’t even
care about us,” Piña added.
A more experienced player than
Piña, Ricardo Albarran has played on
the Rogers High School soccer team
for three years.
“There has been some change
from season to season,” Albarran said.
“The stands are filling up a little more
with the students now.”
But Albarran felt that the team
needs some recognition for their hard
work, like pep rallies. “Never in the
time I’ve played for RHS have I experienced one,” he said.
“Soccer is a very difficult sport,”
added Albarran. “But it is interesting
to watch, not like football and basketball, which is full of time outs and
fouls. It’s very fun.”

Leslie Matar, a student at Rogers
High School, said, “Soccer is as important as football and basketball are.”
She would like to see a pep rally for
soccer as well.
RHS Vice Principal Gary Orr said
he agrees that soccer should be acknowledged
“All students deserve recognition,”
Orr said.
He agrees the school needs to do
something about it.
“From my perspective I would say
that we should do a better job, and
work on making it bigger for all of
them [the sports].”
Orr added, “Soccer is not as big
in Arkansas yet, but it could be in the
future.”
Orr suggested soccer players could
put some signs up on the walls at the
school, they could talk to the cheerleaders or they could get some students to help out.
“If the administration won’t do
anything about it, then we should do it
ourselves” said Matar. “Most students
won’t mind. I won’t.”
See

RECOGNITION on Page 11

As immigrant high school students here in Arkansas begin the
process of graduating from the 12th
grade, they also face a new set of obstacles in working toward a successful
future. Students have to make early
decisions on whether they want to go
into the work force or seek as much
financial aid as possible to pursue a
higher education.
Chris Garcia said, “I want to go to
college because I want to get a good
job and be successful in life.”
Most immigrants are working
their way in school to go to college
because they want to be successful in
life just like Chris Garcia. However,
some don’t get a chance to go to college right after they get out of high
school.
Maria Lopez is now a business
woman and she works with a pawn
businesses in the Springdale area, but
she still wants to go to college and to
the university. Lopez works hard to
support her family of five children.
She said that as an immigrant student “it’s hard at the beginning because you don’t speak the language
but once you get the rhythm, then it’s
fun.”
However, the choices these students have to make only get harder
every day. Now students pursuing
an education above high school level
have to take into consideration the
limited opportunities granted.
Dave Gearhart, chancellor of the
University of Arkansas, explained that
now there is a bill that affects immigrant students and their education
after high school. A student who is
an illegal resident of this state is now
faced with the problem of having to
pay more than twice the amount of
money to go to school because they
are charged as out-of-state students.
As the result of this new rule, many
students have come to think that they
should give up on their education.
They believe there is no other oppor-

tunity for them to better themselves.
Migrant Policy Institute estimates
that out of the 8,749,635 foreign-born
females in the country, only 19.3 percent of them go on to get some college education or get a kind of associates degree. Even less than that, out of
the 12,615,446 foreign-born males in
the country, only 14 percent of them
get some sort of a college education.
From there, the percentages just keep
dropping as higher education is analyzed. The number of immigrant students who continue to a college or a
university decreases every day.
Yet there are those select few who
do continue on to college and get a
degree of some sort. Not all of the immigrants give up on their dream to
lead a successful life. Some students
aspire for great academic achievements and careers.
For instance, Gabriela Caceres,
who is now a junior at Rogers Heritage High School, wants to attend
medical school in Little Rock after
she graduates from high school. Even
though all the odds of costs and hard
work are against her, Caceres is not
willing to give up on her education,
let alone on her future. She said she
wants to attend college because she
wants to better her life.
Students are faced with thoughts
of their future every day. They have
to think about graduating from high
school, going to college, getting a
degree, and leading a successful life.
Immigrant students have to think
about all that, but they also have to
carry with them the fact that they are
immigrants. They have to face the obstacles of finding a way of paying for
their education. They want to do all
they can to be successful every day.
Even though all this pressure about
life is on their shoulders, immigrants
like Chris Garcia, Maria Lopez, and
Gabriela Caceres are not giving up on
their future.
Sandy Moran Is a Rogers Heritage High School Junior.
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Safety found at smaller schools
Karen Galdamez

The Multicultural News
Attending school while your life
is in jeopardy can become distracting and challenging.
But some students have found opportunities in suburban schools after
transferring from urban settings.
Sandy Moran, a current student
at Rogers Heritage High School, described her former high school in
Sacramento, Calif., as chaotic, unsafe, and with countless problems on
a daily basis.
“There were so many gangs that
you couldn’t walk through certain
hallways because you’d get jumped,”
she said.
The pressures Moran faced to
join gangs or become a drug dealer
or user had a negative impact on her
academic achievement. Her school

was overpopulated, text books were
more than a decade old, there were
many broken lockers and resources
were limited. Because of these various conditions, her test scores were
low.
She’s not alone. Students who
attend school in areas such as Los
Angeles score low on standardized
testing, according to California
Standardized Testing and Reporting
Program.
Daniel Michel attended middle
school in Los Angeles.
“At any given moment you could
start a quarrel with someone or vice
versa, or a conflict could arise out of
nothing because of limited resources. Fights broke out on a daily basis,
and teachers were stressed searching
for that special kid,” Michel said.
Attending school in Arkansas,
however, was a chance to start

fresh. Michel asked himself “What
do I want to start? ... [After] living
through life and death situations
everything else seems easy, you gain
leadership skills because you know
how to maneuver through hoops.”
Moran’s change of location
helped her too.
“Now that I don’t have to worry
about being jumped, I can focus
on my academics and build toward
my career. Administration has control over the school here, not like in
Sacramento where the student body
started conflicts and the administration did nothing to protect the
students. They made an attempt to
improve the school but failed,” Moran said. She is currently enrolled in
student council, which helps benefit
the school and community.
“May be the amount of poverty,
crime, and corruption would de-

Students bemoan lack of hangouts
They wish for teen-exclusive venues
Leslie Matar

The Multicultural News
Not all students at Rogers High School can participate in sports or join in after-school activities. Some
go home after school to get a snack, sleep play video
games and others call their friends from their phones.
They stay home because there are few places for them
to go and hang out.
Some students, such as Johana Orellana, a junior at
RHS, play soccer after school. She said she played soccer at the Rogers Youth Center before coming to high
school. However, this year she said she mostly stays
home because there are few places to go hang out and
to spend time with her friends, such as a coffee shop.
“Teens would like a coffee shop,” Orellana said, a
place where they could meet their friends after school
or other times just relax and talk with friends.
“A little café would be great,” Orellana said.
The mall can be a good option to go and hang out,
according to some teens. However, others believe they
need fun places for teens only.
A student who works weekdays and stays home on
weekends is Antonia Marlos, a junior at RHS. She said
she spends time with her friends at the mall and has
a great time there, but believes the cities in northwest
Arkansas should provide fun places for teens to hang
out.
“Parks and coffee shops or anything if it’s fun would

get my attention,” she said. “I think water parks could
be a great place to go with your friends and have fun.”
Rogers Heritage High School sophomore Elizabeth
Flores said she works at a radio show from 6 to 9 p.m.
on weekdays, but does not go out, as she would like.
She said she would like to spend more time with her
friends on weekends but there are few places for them
to go.
“The latest I can get home is at 10 p.m. on weekdays
and 12:00 a.m. on weekends,” Flores said. “I usually
have other things to do, like homework and projects.”
Teens under 18 try to get into nightclubs illegally.
A security guard at Padrisimo night club in Springdale
said many teens under the age of 18 lie about their age
and try to get in his club without identification.
“Teens go crazy because they can’t get in if they
don’t have any sort of identification, and just make up
a year and say they’re older than 18,”Jose Mandarina
said.
RHS Junior Gustavo Mendoza, 17, he believes high
school students should have a place such as a nightclub for underage teens. “I think we should have a
place where only teens are allowed, like a night club,”
Mendoza said.
High school students hope that someday they will
have more places where they can have fun.
Leslie Matar is a Rogers High School junior.

crease if we had an equal educational system in all of the United States”,
she said.
To various young adults college
is not an option; they do not hold a
bright future.
The students that transferred to
Arkansas schools soon realized that
there is an option of receiving a
higher education.
“Once I graduate from high
school I’m planning to attend the
University of Arkansas and major
in journalism. Thanks to the support from my new school, Heritage
High, I’m able to gain the information I need to build towards success
and focus on leading a successful life
instead of worrying about my life the
next day” Moran said.
Karen Galdamez is a Rogers
Heritage High school sophomore.

CLINICS

from Page 8
For example, Young, a UA professor,
said that the Immigration Law Clinic
represents undocumented clients and
can help them go through the process
of becoming a lawful resident.
Young explained that the people
who do not have legal documentation
such as a green card are not “illegal”
they are just undocumented. Some may
think they can’t get help because of the
place they’re at, but it can be wrong to
assume that nothing can be done.
These kinds of clinics are needed
in Arkansas because it has a large Hispanic population. Arkansas has one of
the top five growing Hispanic populations in the United States, and there is
a significant need for legal help in the
community, Young said.
As the Hispanic population increases in northwest Arkansas, more people
will be in need of help, but they will no
longer have to feel helpless. Places like
the Immigration Law Clinic and Catholic Charities Immigration Services can
fill immigrants’ growing legal needs in
the community as the population continues to grow.
Clara Dubon is a Rogers High
School junior.

EL SALVADOR
from Page 8

would pay 50 percent of taxes [for
health care, education, infrastructure]
and the people would pay the other
half of taxes, but now all the taxes are
imposed on the working class,” she
said.
A lawyer who works in the municipal area of the Salvadorean government, Gabriel Salnazar, 37, explained,
“The implementation of a new currency in the State of El Salvador had
the same effects the Euro had on many
European nations.”
According to Solís and Salnazar, the
government of El Salvador is starting
new programs to help out the citizens
of the country – but the reality is that
most people feel that the government
is not doing anything to improve the
impoverished position many citizens
find themselves in.
“Well, the government doesn’t do
anything good for the people,” Villanovas said. “It’s funny because we elected
the president into office, but the president doesn’t give anything in return.”
“This economic system is a cruel
one,” tells Villanovas. “This country
stays afloat economically because of
the work done over there [in the United States].”
“We would expect a lending hand
[programs and policies] from such a
big and powerful country like the United States, but, frankly, it’s hard to keep
it all together.” Solís said.
Villanova’s message to the people
of the United States: “Don’t believe
the propaganda your government portrays.”
Salnazar explained that the change
to the dollar stabilized the economy.
The initial change from the colón was
a rough one, but the overall quality of
life is expected to rise along with the
cost of living. “The change of currency
was one of learning, development and
growth for El Salvador which leads a
path to globalization.”
Supporting the cause for a more
unified Central America has made people see bigger pictures than the ones
painted by their governments.
“We [the people of El Salvador]
have adapted to the change. It has
made us stronger and more resilient to
challenges that may lie ahead of us.”
Daniel Michel is a Rogers High
School senior.
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Teens are eager to hit the road
Janira Rios

The Multicultural News
When it comes to driving, teens
are ready to embrace the freedom
of being on the road, but for some,
waiting to get their license is too
long of a wait. In a November issue of Pediatrics, researchers found
that about one in every 25 U.S. unlicensed teens drives at least one
hour per week. Teens are becoming
more independent and by driving
they can develop that sense of moving forward in their lives. Driving
gives them knowledge of the road,
benefits and awareness of others.
Teens need to be aware of the
rules of the road that are currently
being enforced as well as the ones
being introduced. New laws like
House Bill 1013, that bans drivers
from texting while driving, that
passed on Jan. 30, and other laws
that are being considered like restating the seat belt law, which
would allow police officials to pull
over drivers merely for not wearing
their seatbelt. (Editor’s note: The
bill passed.)
“I try to be careful when I’m on
the road by wearing my seat belt
all the time,” said Natasha Zubia,
a sophomore at Rogers High School
and a licensed driver. “Wearing your
seat belt can prevent many drivers
and passengers from flying out the
windshield in an accident.”
Isdarely Saldana, a sophomore
at RHS, an unlicensed driver, said,
“I take precaution by looking at all
the signs, paying attention to the
road, and wearing my seat belt.”
Since many teens are active
in after school activities and after
school jobs, many need transportation to get where they need to be.
An issue that many of these teens
face is that their parents don’t have
the time to take them, and by teens’
driving it benefits them in many
ways, as well as the parents.
“I go to Wal-Mart for my parents
whenever we need milk or something,” Saldana said.
Others, like Alexis Carabantes, a
junior at RHS and a licensed driver,
drive to their jobs. “I have to go to
work right after school along with
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Sometimes what’s going on in traffic isn’t the most interesting thing to teenage drivers. State lawmakers are considering ways to make teens safer drivers.

running errands for my mom like
going to the bank.”
“Errands? She won’t do any for
me,” says Catherine Zubia, mother
of Natasha Zubia.
But even though these teens are
growing independent, they are still
young and easily distracted.
“I think teens are very easily
distracted, by talking on the phone
or messing with their radio,” said a
local police officer. “They also like
to show off by making squeaking
noises with their tires, or when they
get to a red light they make their
engine go vroom vroom to intimidate the driver next to them.”
“I think she gets distracted only
when she’s with her friends, because they aren’t paying attention
and they are just giggling,” said
Zubia about her daughter. Natasha

Zubia begs to differ. “I don’t think I
get distracted with my friends, only
if I see a guy running without a
shirt on.”
“I don’t get easily distracted,”
Saldana said. “I try to focus, especially since I don’t have a license.”
So the big question here is, is
it fair or unfair for people to drive
without a license?
“I think it’s unfair, because those
who have their license had to take a
test,” said Natasha Zubia.
“I think its OK but it’s wrong for
them to do drive without one. Eventually they will have to go and get
their license,” Saldana said.
“Unfair, because everyone else
has studied the rules, signs and all
and they are putting themselves
and others in danger,” Catherine
Zubia said. “Use common sense,

like if there was someone chasing
after you then, yeah, or if it was an
emergency.”
“Unfair, because what makes
you so special that you don’t have
to take the test when I do,” Fostersaid. “Students need the basic skills
to drive and when they don’t they
are putting others at risk. There
will always be an alternative. Don’t
think that you are capable to drive
when you haven’t even gotten your
license.”
Driving is a huge milestone for
teen. it marks a new sense of independence and responsibility. Some
are in a hurry to experience it.
There’s no rush -- take your time
and get your license.

One thing that Orr said that would
catch everyone’s attention is “Wins!
Wins, which would bring more people.”
He hopes the administration can
decide about promoting soccer games
soon. He also hopes that they can do a
better job in recognizing all sports.
The soccer players still feel that they
deserve recognition. That’s the reason
that some students have decided to
take action into their own hands. That
way they can be recognized among the
students at Rogers High School.

Janira Rios is a Rogers High
School sophomore.

Johana Orellana is a Rogers High
School junior.
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THANKS TO THE
WORLD WIDE WEB,
RADIO IS CIRCLING
THE GLOBE, TOO
Elizabeth Flores

The Multicultural News
Internet radios are not just for music and entertainment but are made to
reach the world. The De Victoria en Victoria Radio started in Mexico, but can
also be heard in Rogers and Springdale.
Internet radios also bring opportunities
to new webcasters and bring countries
together. More than 80 million Americans listen to Internet radios every
month.
However, Internet radios are not
very popular yet in many places, but
many believe that soon they will be as
popular as the normal radios.
Local radio stations and Internet
radios are similar, but they also have
many differences between them. Teen
radio listeners in northwest Arkansas
see Internet radios as cool and interesting because they have the latest music
and listeners can pick what to hear.
Something that really interested
the northwest Arkansas radio listeners was that Internet radios are heard
worldwide. Many said they would really
enjoy being able to listen to the radio
at the same time as a friend in another
country.
“It would give us something in
common and make us feel closer,” said
Serena Martin, junior at Rogers Heritage High School. A good thing is that
Internet radios are easy to access. Also,
most teens communicate through the
Internet, and they commented that it
is fun to listen to while checking their
e-mails. The teen radio listeners said
that they feel slightly more comfortable
chatting online with the hosts of the
shows rather than calling into the station booth.
“They are both OK, but with text or
chat, there is no waiting in line,” said
Jennifer Deleon, sophomore at Rogers
Heritage High School. With online radios, it is easy to chat with the DJs and
the hosts of the shows. Everyone can
comment on the songs and the conversations, and they will interact with the
listeners by the chat and by the radio.

Internet radios are a safe way to get
to know people around the world. On
most of the Web sites, the listeners can
interact not only with the hosts, but
also with other listeners from around
the world.
“It is a great way to break barriers
between different countries and meet
new people,” said Micaela Vargas,
sophomore at Pea Ridge High School.
Some Internet radios are giving
new webcasters the opportunity to get
started and gain experience.
“They can open many doors for
people,” said Alejandra Carrillo, sophomore at Rogers Heritage High School.
Raul Flores, a young webcaster at Rogers Heritage High School, got the opportunity to host a show on an Internet radio. Flores is a person with many
goals and he is determined to reach
them. He is a talented teenager and has
written many songs with a good message and positive ideas for the young
people. According to Martin, these types
of radio shows can benefit the listeners
“by treating them right and have positive talks,” she said.
Flores is planning to produce a CD
with his songs and then own a music
company. The Internet radio show,
which he has hosted for about a month,
can give him popularity and experience
for his future plans. Internet radios are
also a way to give positive messages to
the world. The theme of Flores’ show,
“Conectate” or “Get Connected,” is
meant for the listeners to get connected
with the world and open their eyes to
the opportunities life has to offer. Many
other teenagers want to get involved in
a similar activity, but aren’t sure how to
get started. Flores hopes that by the setting an example, others will see how to
follow and reach their goals as well.
Not only is Internet radio giving listeners information and entertainment,
but it is also opening new ways of communication. No longer is radio a passive activity; now it has become a way
to interact with the world.
Elizabeth Flores is a Rogers Heritage High School sophomore.
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With his hands on the floor and his mind on the beat, this student applies the latest breakdance moves.

Breakdancing a passion
Caesar Figueroa

The Multicultural News
Breakdancing can mean many
things. For some its escapism, and
for others it helps build self-esteem.
“I breakdance to let my emotions
out and everything I feel,” Fayetteville High School sophomore Manuel
Juarez said. “It’s just a way for me to
get away from the world.”
The 16-year old has been dancing
for about one year. He learns different styles of dance from others in a
crew called the B-Boy Prodigiez and
from the Arkansas break dance crew
Breaking Habits. He also develops
his own moves.
“My dad used to breakdance and I
just want to do something to remember him by and to make him proud,”
Juarez said.
Breakdance is made up of Kung
Fu and the African-Brazilian martial
art Capoeria, said Rev. Andrea Johnson, a professor in Memphis, Tenn.,
who teaches urban hip hop theology.
Some people developed breakdancing moves by watching Kung

Fu movies. They then applied them
to the dance floor and made up their
own dance in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. Breakdance originated
in New York. It was used as a way to
solve problems in place of violence,
according to the History of Breakdancing Web site. Breakdance is still
a big thing today and some dancers
use it to drive positive social change,
according to several international
Web sites.
In the late ‘60s, rapper Afrika
Bambaataa saw breakdance as more
than just a hobby and more than just
a dance, according to the History of
Breakdancing Web site. He saw it as
a way to achieve something and encouraged dancers to keep at it. Many
people see break dancing as just a
form of dance when really it means
more to the people dancing. When
some people breakdance they are
sometimes sending a message.
“The message I send is that anybody can do anything if they put
their minds to it and that if you push
yourself to the limit all the hard
work will pay off,” 16-year old Eddie
Figueroa said.

The George Junior High freshman has been dancing for one year
and learned moves by online sources
and other b-boys. He was inspired
from a friend at a diversity camp.
“He said that I could one day
dance like a pro if I was really passionate about it,” Figueroa said.
Now that he has learned to dance,
he is willing to show others to dance
and inspire them.
“I breakdance for many reasons,
but mostly because I love it with a
passion,” he said. “Also, I want to
one day be able to teach it and make
them believe in themselves.”
Figueroa and Juarez both dance
in the B-Boy Prodigiez. They and
Breaking Habits practice every
Friday night at the Jones Center in
Springdale.
Anybody can go and dance with
these dance crews and have fun. If
you want to learn how to breakdance
or other hip hop styles of dancing,
these crews will be willing to teach
and show you how to start.
Cesar Figueroa is a Springdale
High School senior.
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Congratulations,

participants in the Lemke Journalism Project!

The Multicultural News

Participants in the 8th annual Lemke Journalism Project pose with Dave Gearheart, chancellor of the University of Arkansas.
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In the grips of the ice storm, radio gives warmth
Aileen Carrillo

The Multicultural News
During the ice storm that struck northwest
Arkansas in January, many Spanish-speaking
residents were left mostly in the dark, and not
just because their power went out. Many of the
75,000 Latinos living in the area were unable to
get news information because it was not available in a language they understood. During
these times the Hispanic population needed to
be just as informed as any other resident.
Fayetteville resident Adriana Romero was
one of the ice storm victims and experienced
some difficulties due to lack of information.
“While there was still electricity at my house,
I would get information from watching the local Univision.” But later, Romero, along with
many other residents, went through a tempo-

rary black out.
At times it is hard for Hispanic residents to
access information because there are not many
Spanish TV stations or radio stations. “Sometimes it is hard to get information in Spanish
because there are not enough radio stations
that are local and constantly live. Sometimes
they pre-record shows and the news is not current,” Romero said.
In some instances, parents have to depend
entirely on their teenage kids to gather information. It would be useful for a parent to be
able to watch the information in news they understand.
Claudia Garza, daughter of a non-English
speaking resident of Rogers, often has to inform
her mother of current news. “To help my mom
know what is going on I translate the local
news. I would like for her to have an easy access

to the news and not have to depend on me.”
“Sometimes my mom tells me that she misses watching the news from her country and in a
language that she understands,” Garza said.
In a June 2004 survey for the Pew Research
Center for the People and Press, it was established that daily newspaper readership has remained at 42 percent and people who listen to
news on the radio is at 40 percent. Among these
percentage numbers, there are many Spanish
speakers reading about or listening to news in a
second language to them.
The September 2005 article “U.S. SpanishSpeakers: Active Online” said that “70 percent
of Hispanics are more likely to read news and
current events online, compared to 51 percent
of non-Spanish speaking users.” It is a fact that
the Hispanic community is relying on the Internet for news.

NEWSROOM GROWTH SLOW
Aileen Carillo

The Multicultural News
Over the years, journalism professionals have set high standards and expectations for news room diversity, but
bad economic conditions have put those
hopes in jeopardy.
The American Society of Newspaper
Editors each year “reaffirms its commitment to racial parity in newsrooms and
to full and accurate news coverage of
our nation’s diverse communities,” according to the organization’s Web site.
“The Society urges everyone in journalism – newsroom professionals, publishers, educators, journalism associations
and others – to join the quest for greater
newsroom diversity.”
As recently as 2008, ASNE reported
that minorities make up slightly more
than 13.5 percent of newsroom professionals. Among them, 5.3 percent
are African American, 4.46 percent are
Hispanic, 3.22 are Asian American and
.54 are Native Americans, according to
ASNE.
The widespread economic problems
have affected associations such as ASNE
and forced the organization to cancel the annual convention which was
scheduled to be in Chicago this year.
Journalists who support diversity see
the economy as just another obstacle
they must surpass, and associations will
not allow that to be an excuse.

Barbara Ciara, president of the
National Association of Black Journalists, addressed the UNITY convention
of minority journalists last summer in
Chicago.
“Our mission, no doubt, continues
to be a work in progress. But we have
made important progress the past 14
years – progress that now is in jeopardy of dissipating because of the current condition of this business we love,”
Ciara said at the convention, according
to the UNITY Web site.
“As the economy has worsened, and
ad and circulation dollars have dried up,
so have our numbers in radio and television, at magazines and, in particular, at
newspapers across the country. No one
has been immune, it seems: The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Times, USA
TODAY, and even here in Chicago.
“Our friends and colleagues are being laid off or ‘voluntarily furloughed’
in record numbers. What’s scary is that
there are no concrete plans in place to
replenish the pipeline that we’ve worked
so hard all these years to fill with smart,
savvy and eminently qualified journalists of color,” Ciara said.
“We all know that when times get
tight, diversity training and recruiting
are the first things to go. But I stand before you today to say we can’t let that
happen. We can’t let diversity be a passing fad. And we can’t let years of work
and progress bottom out like a bad in-

vestment in the stock market.”
Diversity advocates say they will
have to cope to the situation and make
the best of it.
O. Ricardo Pimentel, president of
the National Association of Hispanic
Journalists, wrote in his NAHJ Web site
column:
“When a Latino journalist is voluntarily bought out, involuntarily laid off
or otherwise dismissed, this erodes already inadequate Latino representation
in the nation’s newsrooms. And this has
consequences we’re not entirely certain
that the industry is grasping given the
number of Latinos we’re seeing being
forced out of their jobs.
“There is a link between the quality
of journalism for and about Latinos and
the dearth of news professionals able
to report, write and otherwise produce
news authoritatively and with expertise
for and about Latinos. We fear that the
Latinos forced to join the exodus from
the nation’s newsrooms will have lasting consequences on how you cover the
fastest growing segment of the U.S. population. If they don’t see stories for and
about them, competently done, Latinos
will be less likely to read your newspapers or view your news broadcasts. It’s
that simple,” Pimentel said.
Aileen Carrillo is a Rogers High
School junior.

There are always events occurring or news
worth hearing about, but not everyone is aware
of them.
The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette wrote that
according to a University of Georgia study, Arkansas is home to the fastest-growing Hispanic
market in the country. While much of the population remains underserved, some organizations are starting to recognize the demand for
accessible information.
Reporter Jocelyne Pruna said, “I really see
the Hispanic outreach growing over the years,
especially with programs like the Lemke that
help students pursue the dream of one day becoming a journalist. Right now there are definitely not enough of us out there.”
Aileen Carrillo is a Rogers High School junior.

CULTURAL FLAIR

The Multicultural News

Ballet Folklorico performs traditional dances for students in the Lemke Journalism
Project.
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Music helps students succeed in classes
Kenna Floyd

The Multicultural News
In a world of individuality, the
one concept that brings people together most is music, many agree.
“Having a variety of music
around the house and following
up on any interest the child shows
in music is the best way to get their
creativity started,” said Greta Burdick, Rogers Heritage High School
orchestra director.
Long-term enhancement in intellect starts at a young age, with
music training as an important
factor, said Burdick, who has been
a music instructor for the past 30
years.
Benton County has the largest
orchestra program in the state.
More than 500 students are enrolled in an orchestra curriculum,
but it isn’t the only music course
available.
Rogers Heritage High School
student Mark Hardiman is a trumpet player for the school marching
band. He remembers back to his
middle school days to what inspired him to start playing.
“I basically wanted to be loud
and heard,” he said.
One way he said he feels he can
do that is in band.
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The flute section of the Rogers High School band takes the field in preparation for a half-time show.

“A school band experience
teaches you discipline, work ethic
and responsibility, but in the end
it’s also fun,” Hardiman said.
The same experience can be

found in the choir program. Vocalist Thayer McCoy said the most
rewarding part of participating in
choir was learning to work together as a group and practicing per-

fection. She also faces challenges
when she participates in vocal
competitions.
“Contest is a test of your nerves
because the judges are so particu-

lar,” McCoy said.
Statistics show that in children,
involvement in music helps the
development of creativity and academic skills.
Middle school and high school
students who participated in instrumental music performances
scored significantly higher than
their non-band peers in standardized tests, according to a study at
the University of Sarasota and East
Texas State University.
Some of these opportunities are
harder to come by outside northwest Arkansas. Burdick said budget
cuts in the area are often directed
toward the theater and music programs.
As a student, Burdick’s life was
changed by music.
“I grew up poor, and music
opened up the world for me. If it
wasn’t for the support of my music
instructors, I wouldn’t be where I
am today.”
She said through teaching she
is trying to “give my students the
same opportunities I had growing
up.”
Kenna Floyd is a Rogers Heritage High School junior.

Bi-racial issues challenge cultural norms
Jessica Le

The Multicultural News
When Sandra Workman fills out her enrollment card for school she puts down that she is
Hispanic.
But in reality Workman is biracial. She is
half Hispanic and half white. Many biracial
teens are confused about how to identify themselves.
Demetrius Monaco, a sophomore at Springdale High School, is half white and half black
but he claims his black heritage more than his
white heritage.
“I feel ashamed of my Caucasian side even
though I was raised in a Caucasian culture,”
Monaco said. “I feel that way because Caucasians are ignorant, no offense. I also feel con-

fused about which group I fit in more with. I
feel that I have an African-American attitude
with a Caucasian vocabulary. I’m still trying to
find who I am.”
Being confused about which side you claim
more is not necessarily a bad thing. It can be
a life-altering experience like trying to find
which religion you associate more with, who
you hang out with, and overall who you are
as a person.
Workman, who is also a sophomore at
Springdale High School, associates more with
the Hispanic culture more than the Caucasian
culture because it is “more loving and caring.”
“They give hugs and kisses on the cheek
whenever you see them even if you don’t know
them that well. But Caucasian people they just

shake your hand and give you a pat on the
back,” she said. “Hispanics have that passion
and fire about them! I mean, come on, you
have to admit if you had to choose between a
bowl of macaroni and a juicy hot luscious tamale: Which one would you choose?”

“

I’m very proud to be biracial. It’s
different, not ordinary.”
— Andre Johnson

But not all biracial teens are confused. Some
are comfortable with both sides of their culture
and feel nothing is wrong with who they are.
Andre Johnson, a sophomore at Springdale

High School, is a typical teenager who happens
to be biracial. He is Hispanic and black. He is
not confused or ashamed. He loves the fact that
he is two different races.
“I’m very proud to be biracial. It’s different,
not ordinary. It feels normal to be biracial. It
was never hard in school either. I just naturally
fit in with both races. When people would ask
me what nationality I am, I would say I’m African-American and Hispanic, plain and simple
with no hesitation. It’s just a thing that defines
me it’s a part of who I am,” Johnson said.
The teenage years are often the most difficult years of a person’s life but it doesn’t have
to be just because you are biracial.
Jessica Le is a Springdale High School
sophomore.
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